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¶ The center of our celebra-
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given us in ways that  He 

desires? 

¶ Discover news ways to 

celebrate Christmas that 

keep Christ in the center. 
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Inside this issue:  

I hope this monthôs 
newsletter finds you 
finishing a wonderful 
Thanksgiving Day full 
of thanks and appre-
ciation for what God 
has and is accomplish-
ing in your life and 
world.  With the close 
of Thanksgiving, we 
enter the more eventful 
celebration, Christmas.  
I will admit that each 
year with Christmas, I 
have mixed emotions.  
I am happy to cele-
brate the birth of my 
Savior and the great-
ness that He brought.  
Yet, I am drained by 
the constant activities 
and events.  I think at 
times I feel like Charlie               
Brown, ñWhat is Christ-
mas all about?ò 

As followers of Christ, I 
hope we do not need 
to ask such a question.  
Years of attending 
Christmas Eve and Ad-
vent services should 
be enough to tell us 
what this festival is all 
about.  We know that 
the center of our cele-
bration during the win-
ter season is Jesus the 
Christ.  I am curious 
just how many other 
people know this real-
ity.  I mean, how many 
people know for a fact 
that it is Jesus we cele-
brate or do they think it 
is just another occa-
sion to exchange gifts 
and tidings? 

I come to this question 
when I watch the news 

and advertisements of 
coming sales and mar-
ket watchers.  This 
year with the economy 
in a low position, stores 
and chains were start-
ing their ñHoliday 
Salesò prior to Thanks-
giving.  They wanted to 
draw in the customers 
early in hopes that the 
people would spend 
more money in the 
long run.  I am not sure 
if the plan will work.  
But we will have a little 
idea when you read 
this article.  In this ave-
nue, what is the center 
of Christmas?  It would 
seem some are just 
looking for more stuff 
to accumulate. 

(Continued on page 2) 

What Is Christmas All About?  

November 29, 2009 

Join Us for Christmas Dinner  

Our Christmas 
Dinner will be 
held following 
our 10:45 a.m. 
C h r i s t m a s 
Choral Wor-
ship service on 
Sunday , De-

cember 20.  

Ham, turkey, 
rolls, and 
b e v e r a g e s 
will be pro-
vided by the 
Deacons.  

Please bring a cov-
ered dish or dessert 
to share, as well as 

your table service.  

 - The Deacons 



 

dents of Carthage Senior High 
School.   

The Coordinating Team 
will meet at 11 a.m. in the 
conference room prior to 
the luncheon. 

We need volunteers to 
bring cookies and/or 
candy for treat bags for the 

high school choir that will be 
singing at our luncheon.  Please 
bring your cookie/candy do-
nations to the church by 

Thursday morning, Dec. 10.   

We also need volunteers to 
help bag the treats Thursday, 
Dec .  10 ,  a t  1  p .m.                               

- Betty Weaver & Joan Carson 

Presbyterian Women  meet Fri-
day, December 11, at 12 p.m. 
for a holiday 
luncheon.  All 
women are invited 
to attend.  Circle I 
members host the 
luncheon.  The mu-
sical program will 
be provided by stu-

We have spent the past few 
weeks looking at Stewardship.  
We have not just focused on giv-
ing money to the church (the 
norm when a church speaks 
about stewardship).  The focus 
has been on using whatever we 
have properly.  In terms of the 
church, are we using what God 
has given us in ways that He 
desires?  I believe the same 
should be carried through the 
celebration of Christmas. 

As we spend the season of Ad-
vent in preparation, I hope we 
can carry forward the themes of 

stewardship and ask ourselves 
and others the tough questions 
about how we are using Godôs 
gifts in our lives.  Maybe we 
might change a tradition or two.  
We might just discover some 
new ways to celebrate Christ-
mas that keep Christ very much 
in the center of our holiday cele-
bration.   

  Pastor Matt 

 

 

You have the op-
portunity to order 
poinsettias to be 
used to decorate 
the sanctuary on 
Sunday, Dec. 20, 
and Christmas Eve.  The poinset-
tias are $13 each and must be pre
-ordered and paid for by Dec. 4.  
Contact Roberta Williams at 358-
3127 to place your order. The 
plants may be designated in 
memory or in honor of friends or 
loved ones.  Of course, you are 
most welcome to purchase your 
poinsettia from other sources and 
have it delivered or bring it to the 
church by noon on Dec. 18. 

A special worship service is be-
ing planned for Sunday, Dec. 20 
with the choir doing several an-
thems.   

Mark your calendars and plan to 
attend and invite a friend or 
neighbor to attend with you! 

Orders for the December menu 
of Angel Food are due by 
Wednesday, Dec. 9.  Pick up 
date is Dec. 19 from 9:30-11:30 
a.m. 

 

Oct. Budget Income  $  8,133.05 
Budget Expenses      $14,196.97 

Oct. Loss                 ($ 6,063.92) 
YTD Bud. Inc.           $80,967.20  
YTD Bud. Exp.        $118,960.21  
YTD Loss             ( $ 37,993.01) 

Presbyterian Women News  

What Is Christmas All About?                                    
(continued from page 1) 

Order Angel Food  by 
Dec. 9  
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Special Service       
Dec. 20  

Finances at a Glance  

Provide a Poinsettia  



 

All we could ever imagine, could 
ever hope for, He is.  He is the 
Prince of Peace whose first 
coming has already transformed 
society but whose second com-
ing will forever establish justice 
and righteousness.  All this, and 
infinitely more, alive in an impov-
erished baby in a barn. 

That is what Christmas meansð
to find in a place where you 
would least expect to find any-
thing you want, everything  you 
c o u l d  e v e r  w a n t .                               
-Michael Card in The Promise          
Used by permission. 

Sympathies to Bill & Sunny 
Michel on the death of his aunt, 
Helena King, on Nov. 17. 

Thanks to Bill & Melfin Bu-
chanan and family for setting 
up the outside nativity scene 
again this year. 

Congratulations to Ian 
Lyckman & Amanda Gardner 
who were married on Nov. 14. 

Sympathies are extended to 
Justin & Michaela Garner on 
the death of their father on Nov. 
17. 

A t t e n t i o n  C o l l e g e  S t u -
dentsé.scholarship applications 
and guidelines for the 2nd semes-
ter are available from the church 
office.  Please pick up your ap-
plications NOW and return 
them to the office by December 

15, 2009. 

Children Present Christmas Program Dec. 13  

With Our Members & Friends  

that Sunday (Dec. 13) be in 
the fellowship hall in the 
basement.  The children have 
been practicing on the stage 
down there and it would be 
easier to  stay on one stage. 

Thanks to all the parents who 
have helped us get the pag-
eant together and all the adults 

who help on 
W ednesda ys .  
After the pag-
eant, plans are 
being put to-
gether for a ser-
vice project and 
Christmas carol-

ing adventure. 

For the past few weeks on 
Wednesdays we have been 
working on the upcoming Christ-
mas Pageant.  Plans are coming 
along well for the pageant and 
the children are excited to pre-
sent it this year.  As we get 
ready for that, the children have 
requested and the session ac-
cepted that the worship service 
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Happy Birthday To:  

12/2 Tracy Rush, Dakotah Santil-
 lan                                                      
12/4 Joe Barbosa                                                
12/5 Robert Oexman                                     
12/7 Andrew Fullerton                              
12/9 Mary Slean                                 
12/10 Linda Brasfield                               
12/11 David Peck                          
12/12 Guadalupe Flake                                                 
12/17 Rebekah Seward                           
12/19 Emile Oexman                            
12/20 Hannah Oexman                            
12/21 Wayne Strait                              
12/22 Ollie Heth, Ariel Barbosa                         
(Continued next column) 

12/24 Aspen Wells                             
12/27 Alicia Russell                                
12/29 Mildred Marshall, Katy 

 Lyckman                                          
12/30 Mary Ann Lyckman, 
 Tony Wiatrak    

 

 

December Anniversaries:    

12/27 Tony & Shannon Carter                              
12/29 Greg & Dawn Powell,   
 Tim & Denise Fullerton         

Celebrating Special Days                      
in December  

Thought for the 
Month  

Apply for a Scholarship  
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Just for Kids  


